8 NEWS BRIEFING
A devastating historic oil spill in Ecuador remains a cause of concern. With data, E&T shows why. By Ben Heubl
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No end in sight for the Chernobyl of the Amazon
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Across South America, oil fields
stretch from east to west. Especially
dense is the amount of exploited
areas in Ecuador, particularly in the
northeast of the country where one of
the worst oil pollution tragedies
occured in human history.
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By looking at spatial
variations in oil spills
between 2001–2011
researchers revealed
poorly-documented oil blocks
(in red). Prev. studies showed
acute toxicity of drinking
water and sediment.
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